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Hate crime charge added to student suspected of
racist, homophobic campus vandalism
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The Western Washington University student arrested Nov. 25 in connection with on-campus racist

and homophobic vandalism has been charged with a hate crime.
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Shayne Robert Merwin, 20, of Gold Bar is now facing one count of malicious harassment,
Washington state’s felony hate crime statute, in addition to the second-degree burglary charge,
also a felony, according to Whatcom County Superior Court records.

Merwin’s arraignment is scheduled for 9 a.m. on Friday.

On Nov. 18, students at WWU reported racist graffiti at Nash Residence Hall, at 689 High St. A
University police officer spoke with a man who said he overheard Merwin talking about finding an
electronic key and using a marker to deface property with racial slurs and threats of sexual
violence, according to court records.
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One woman said she, Merwin, another man and another woman entered Nash Hall using a found
key. The woman told police she then saw Merwin use a marker to write on boards and name tags
along the hall, as well as overheard him use racial slurs. The other woman also said she saw
Merwin write things on the walls, but wasn’t aware of what was actually written, records state.

None of the four had permission to enter the residence hall.

Nine name tags on residents’ rooms on four floors were defaced. The following day, a racial
epithet was found on the Wright’s Triangle sculpture near the Ross Engineering Building and a
poster in front of Arntzen Hall was defaced with racist language. An additional racist word was
found on a pillar at Fairhaven College.

All of the vandalism targeted the African-American, Latino, Japanese and LGBTQ+ communities,
and has since been removed. Damage was estimated to be approximately $150, according to
court records.

During an interview with University police on Nov. 25, Merwin allegedly admitted to entering the
residence hall and claimed responsibility for the graffiti, records show.
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One of the students who had their nameplate defaced with slurs against Japanese people said she
was concerned she may have been targeted because of her Japanese heritage. “I saw it and felt
scared,” she told police, records state.

Merwin was previously presented with the Gold Bar Mayor’s Youth Achievement Award for
community service in 2017, according to a city press release.

On Friday, a couch was found off campus that had a threat directed at a student spray painted on
it, WWU spokesman Paul Cocke told The Bellingham Herald in an email Tuesday. Bellingham
police referred the case to University police because it was directly related to the vandalism case,
Cocke said.

On Monday afternoon, around 200 students held a six-hour sit-in at WWU President Sabah
Randhawa’s office to protest how the university handled Merwin’s arrest.

After his arrest, Merwin was no longer allowed at any university housing or dining halls, but was
still allowed to attend classes. Cocke said Tuesday that Merwin has decided not to be on campus
for the remainder of fall quarter. Whether Merwin returns will be determined through the student
conduct process, Cocke said.

On Tuesday, Randhawa sent a note out to the campus community saying that he heard the
concerns of students of color and marginalized identities.

“Much of what these students said about their experiences at Western was heart-breaking,
especially the words of seniors who have experienced many of the same issues since they first set
foot on campus as first-year students,” Randhawa wrote. “It was extremely disheartening to hear
that issues of racism, sexual violence, homophobia and other oppression affecting marginalized
communities have plagued our campus for far too long, and have too often been met with less
than effective responses.”

Randhawa’s note outlined several discussion points from the sit-in, including taking students’
safety seriously, diversifying staff, engaging students of color in the dialogue, establishing an
ethnic studies program or general education course, establishing an anti-hate task force and

increasing communication regarding hate-related incidents.

The students also called for administrators to remove Merwin from campus while he goes through
the university’s student conduct process, Randhawa’s note says.
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There will be further discussions held on Friday aimed at addressing issues not previously
discussed, as well as ways to meaningfully engage students, the note states.

Randhawa said that “this message is not intended to suggest solutions or to list the work that we
are doing to advance equity and diversity at Western. It is to make us all aware that a significant
group of Western students feel unsafe and not part of Western’s community. We, collectively,
need to change this.”

Denver Pratt: 360-715-2236, @DenverPratt

The Wright’s Triangle sculpture near the Ross Engineering Building on the Western Washington University campus
had a racial epithet scrawled on it in mid-November — one of several locations on campus that were vandalized
with homophobic and racist messages and threats of sexual violence. The graffiti has since been removed and a
student has been arrested. Rod de Pozo / Western Washington University - Courtesy to The Bellingham Herald

¢S COMMENTS v

https://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/crime/article222628065.html 4/6


javascript:void(0);

12/5/2018 WWU student charged with hate crime over racist vandalism | The Bellingham Herald

SUGGESTED FORYOU

TAKE US WITH YOU

Real-time updates and all local stories you want right in the palm of your hand.

@ THE BELLINGHAM HERALD APP —

% VIEWNEWSLETTERS —

n y You
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Start a Subscription
Subscriber Service
eEdition

Vacation Hold

Pay Your Bill

Rewards

LEARN MORE
About Us

Contact Us

Newsletters

News in Education

https://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/crime/article222628065.html 5/6


https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-bellingham-herald-news/id435829113?mt=8
http://x.email.bellinghamherald.com/ats/url.aspx?cr=663&wu=7
https://www.facebook.com/bellinghamherald
https://twitter.com/bhamherald
http://www.youtube.com/bellinghamherald
https://account.bellinghamherald.com/static/subscribe#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/myaccount
http://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/ODN/BellinghamHerald/default.aspx#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/myaccount
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/myaccount
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/rewards#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/customer-service/about-us#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/customer-service/contact-us#navlink=mi_footer
http://x.email.bellinghamherald.com/ats/url.aspx?cr=663&wu=7#navlink=mi_footer
http://nieschools.com/#navlink=mi_footer

12/5/2018 WWU student charged with hate crime over racist vandalism | The Bellingham Herald

Archives

ADVERTISING

Information

Place a Classified
Place an Obituary
Place a Celebration

Local Deals

COPYRIGHT

PRIVACY POLICY

TERMS OF SERVICE

https://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/crime/article222628065.html 6/6


https://www.bellinghamherald.com/customer-service/copyright/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/customer-service/privacy-policy/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/customer-service/terms-of-service/#navlink=mi_footer
https://bellinghamherald.newsbank.com/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.bellinghamadvertising.com/
http://bellinghamherald.adperfect.com/
http://bellinghamherald.adperfect.com/?catid=855&chanid=47AE855D0cf1018CE5Mgw14581A9&clsid=9514
http://bellinghamherald.adperfect.com/?clsid=C0A801C718c2625C11XGH3D71AED&chanid=47AE855D0cf1018CE5Mgw14581A9&catid=69191
http://bellingham.dealsaver.com/#navlink=mi_footer

