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Incarceration Timeline

• Pre 1941: “Before the War”

• December 7,1941:“A day that will live in 

infamy.”

• February 19, 1942: Executive Order 9066

• February 1942/4: Korematsu Vs United States  

6 to 3 Supreme Court decision

• February 1943:  Loyalty Oath

• August 6-9,1945: Hiroshima/Nagasaki 

Bombing: Japan Surrenders Sept 1945

• Internees released: Sept 1945-March 1946





All Japanese persons, both alien 

and non-alien, will be evacuated 

from the above designated area 

by 12:00 o’clock noon, Tuesday, 

April 7, 1942. (Posted April 1, 

1942)



War Relocation Act (WRA)
Ideas in Support of WRA

• Patriotic

• Secure the West Coast

• Aliens

• Protect the Japanese

• How to recognize your 

enemy (Life magazine)

• Canada also passes act

• Peru deports to US 

camps and POW 

exchange

Opposing WRA

• ACLU on Bill of Rights

• Quakers

• Individual sponsors

• Attorney Wayne Collins

of National Lawyers Guild

• Fred Korematsu







Relocation Procedure

• 120,000 evacuated

• Take only what you can carry

• Sell possessions or leave in custody of 

others

• Transported to Assembly centers



Assembly Centers

Fresno CA Mayer AZ

Manzanar CA Portland OR

Marysville CA Puyallup WA

Marced CA

Pinedale CA Stockton CA

Pomona CA Tanforan CA

Sacramento CA Tulare CA

Salinas CA Turlock CA

Santa Anita CA











Other Incarceration Facilities

• Department of Justice 8

• US Army - 18

• Federal Prisons – 3

• Hawaii - 5 





Loyalty Oath - February 1943 

The No No’s

• Question 27: Are you willing to serve in the 

armed forces of the United States on 

combat duty, wherever ordered?



Loyalty Oath

• Question 28:  Will you swear unqualified 

allegiance to the United States……

• Yes for immigrants meant they would have 

no country.



Answer to Questions

• Only Yes-Yes accepted

• Qualified “Yes but release us from camp”

• Any No answer:  Imprisonment

• No-No: “No-No Boys” sent to Tule Lake 

Camp



Tule Lake Maximum Security

• 28 Guard Towers 

• 8 ft. fence double barbed wire “man-proof”

• Tanks patrol perimeter

• Largest Camp:12,000 No-No’s transferred; 

6,000 Yes-Yes remained

• All No-No’s could not be moved

• Only Camp with a prison







Living Conditions

• Tar paper barracks no insulation

• Barracks were 20’ x 100’

• 4 families per barrack

• One light bulb, coal burning heat stove

• Army cots for sleeping

• 13-14 barracks per block

• Block contained mess halls, latrines, 

showers, laundry



Living Conditions

• Utility building for church, store, school 

and community hall

• Long lines for all facilities

• Lack of privacy for showers and latrines

• Jobs: farming, maintaining camp.









Good Times

• Children were born

• Education: Elementary & High School

• Music:  Bands, Koto

• Religion

• Cultural celebrations

• Baseball 











Release from “Camp”

• Keep what you had in camp 

• Grant money $25 per person ($100 family 

of 4)

• Bus ticket transportation to origin or one of  

the evacuation areas.

• Families were divided:  Live in US or go to 

Japan

• Each family has a story







Not a Warm Welcome

• Homes and possessions not returned

• Not allowed to own property

• Racial discrimination for work and living 
locations 

• Racial slurs continued on the radio and 
newspapers 

• Hate crimes

• Denial of event; unknown to many

• Welcoming communities: Bainbridge 
Island









Before The War

Yutaka Otsu

• Farmer (Burbank, 

CA)

• Two Children

• Immigrated early 

1900

• Entry Hawaii

• Started in farming

Kihei Kobayashi

• Farmer (Inglewood, 

CA)

• Four Children

• Immigrated early 

1900

• Entry San Francisco

• Railroad worker







Relocation

Otsu

• Santa Fe, NM as 

POW

• Gila River, AZ

• Tule Lake, CA

• Son answers Yes-Yes

Kobayashi

• Gila River, AZ

• Tule Lake, CA



After the War

Otsu

• Bank account was not 

released until 1968

• Did not return to 

farming 

• Children found other 

occupations 

• Never Voted

• Died @75 years

Kobayashi

• Repurchased land & 

returned to farming

• Retired in farming

• Children completed 

education/college

• Voted

• Died @ 89







The Bellingham Experience

































Amano:  Ontario, Or

Shima:  Chicago,Seattle
Okubo:  Heart MT, Wy

Okomoto(H):  Renton, Seattle

Okomoto(K):  Los Angeles

Kunimatsu:  Chicago
Asano:  Seattle

Sakamoto:  Los Angeles, San Francisco
Sumihiro:  Spokane

Bellingham Family Destinations

442 enlisted



After the War Timeline

• 1969 Pilgrimage to Manzanar

• 1972 Manzanar California Historic Site

• 1980 Commission on War Relocation Act

• 1983 Koremastu case overturned 

• August 10,1988: Civil Liberties Act of 1988

• August 1988: Redress

• 1992 Manzanar National Historic Site:   

Concentration Camp



Commission On WRA 1980

• Racial prejudice

• War hysteria

• Failure of political leadership

• Recommended remedial action

• Redress: Civil Rights Act of 1988 signed 

by Ronald Reagan







Terms for Naming Camps

• 1942 Relocation Centers

• 1945 Interment Camps

• 1992 Concentration Camps

• 2006 Segregation Center:  Tule Lake


